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Council Connections brings the latest news on disability rights, resources that
promote inclusion, and opportunities for advocacy to individuals with
developmental disabilities and their family members living in the heart of Vermont
Communities.

FORMER CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR NAMED
NEW SPECIAL OLYMPICS CEO AND PRESIDENT
Sue Minter made public that she will be leading
Vermont's Special Olympics team after the current CEO
and President Lisa DeNatale retires this month.
Well known for her achievements in helping the community
recover from Tropical Storm Irene and her role at the Agency of
Transportation, Sue Minter ran and lost as the Democratic
nominee for Governor last year. That loss hasn't slowed her
down.
Minter first announced her
exciting news to the public on
her Facebook wall.
Photo credit to SevenDays.

Although there is no confirmed start date, Minter is excited to
begin sometime this month. She looks towards athletes, staff,
and volunteers to set the stage, and aims to reflect the Special
Olympics' international mission through her work.

"I look forward to being a part of an international movement that grows pride, selfesteem and health for Special Olympic athletes." - Sue Minter
Minter describes herself as a dedicated athlete who
has coached youth sports for many years. She has
also held several leadership positions in Vermont
communities.
Special Olympics VT hosted their 2017 Fall Games in
September, but activities and competition happens
year-round. The organization welcomes new athletes
and volunteers.
For more information, read the announcement from
Speical Olympics Vermont and the article from
SevenDays.

Minter has thirteen (13) years
of experience coaching young
athletes and teams.
Photo credit to Vermont Sports.

NEW FREE TOOLKIT EXPLAINS THE INS-AND-

OUTS OF THE WAYS WE COMMUNICATE
A new toolkit is available online for people with
disabilities and family members who would like to
improve how they communicate, but do not know where
to start.
The Autistic Self-Advocacy Network and the Office of
Developmental Primary Care have an online "how-to" comprised
of five-chapters and several easy-to-navigate sections. All
information is current, free, and the files can be downloaded for
later enjoyment if readers do not have access to the internet.
Self-Advocates, like Tracey
Thresher, use technology and
a facilitator to assist them

The materials include information about communication
assessments, choosing supports, and how to pay for assistive
technology. It also includes sample letters that range from
appeals, requesting a Medicaid hearing, and private coverage.

with communication.

For more information, read the introduction on how to use the Toolkit.

ADOPTION CHAMPION AND FORMER COUNCIL
MEMBER REMEMBERED
Dear fellow DD council members and allies,
It is with great sadness that we learned of the death of former
council member, Diane Dexter, in August. She served on the
council as a representative of State government from 2010 until
her retirement in 2016—she was Adoption Chief for the
Department for Children and Families. She represented the
interests of children and youth with developmental disabilities
who are in the foster care system and the families supporting
them.
You can give a gift to Project
Family of Lund in Diane's
memory.
Lund's mission is "to help
children thrive by
empowering families to break
cycles of poverty, addiction
and abuse. Lund offers hope
and opportunity to families
through education, treatment,
family support and adoption."

Diane was a very caring person with a big heart and was always
willing to help in whatever way she could. One of her last
contributions to the council before she retired was as a key
member of the Executive Director search committee, helping to
guide the committee through the intricacies of State regulations.
Our condolences go out to her family.
Sincerely,
Fred Breunig, Council President
To learn more about Diane and her accomplishments, read her
obituary in SevenDays.

VTDDC IS NOW ACCEPTING REQUESTS-FORPROPOSALS FOR SEEDS GRANTS
This unique opportunity supports innovative projects that increase
community capacity to support Vermonters with developmental
disabilities and family caregivers. SEEDS grants are nonrenewable
awards that provide $10,000 to $15,000 in project support for up to
one year. Seeds projects must:
Support at least one goal or objective in VTDDC's Five-Year

Plan.
Be managed by a nonprofit entity.
Reflect the values of the federal DD Act - inclusion, productivity, independence, and
self-determination.
Applying is easy. Read the Request for Proposal, view the attachments, and fill out your
application.

FREE D.I.Y ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS IN
NEW HAMPSHIRE
As part of the iCreATe for Paralysis Project, Assistive Technology
New Hampshire (ATinNH) will be hosting two all-day hands-on
workshops at no cost to the participants. Supplies will be provided
to craft devices that aid people who have paralysis, and
participants are encouraged to take their creations home to use
themselves or to give away as gifts.
The two workshops are on different days and in different locations:
October 25, 2017 in Durham, New Hampshire
December 4, 2017 in Concord, New Hampshire
Lunch is not included, so be sure to bring a lunch box and plenty of snacks.

VERMONT THEATER SEEKS ENTERTAINERS FOR SENSORY-FRIENDLY
PERFORMANCES
The Chicago Children's Theater and Flynn Center for Performing Arts are collaborating to
feature shows that are inclusive for young people with autism.
They are seeking one (1) Stage Manager,
one (1) Musician/Composer, one (1)
Designer, and three (3) Performers.
Watch the Red Kite, Brown Box video
(featured on the left) for an example of their
work.
For more information about the collaboration
and how you can contribute, visit the Flynn
Center's website.

WHAT'S UP, UNDER THE BIG DOME?
The legislature is not in session, but advocacy happens
year round...
All of the action under the dome this time of year takes
place in committees.This month, the Legislative
Committee on Administrative Rules (LCAR) is reviewing
a new rule for Accountable Care Organizations. The
Council has submitted written and oral testimony on the
proposed rule in the past and will testify LCAR’s at the next meeting which is
October 12th. For more information, please contact VTDDC’s Senior Policy

Analyst Susan Aranoff.

SAVE THE DATE for the next Quarterly Meeting
Council members work together to increase public awareness
and to encourage systems change. They are expected to attend
four day-long meetings each year and to be active participants on
a committee or work group.
When: Thursday, December 7, 2017
Where: Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired,
South Burlington, Vermont

The mission of VTDDC is to help build connections and supports that bring people with
developmental disabilities, and their families, in the heart of Vermont Communities.

