Vermont Developmental Disabilities Council

Current Projects

October 1, 2012 to September 30, 2013
Here are summaries of projects we are funding.

Multi-year Projects fulfill long term state plan goals and can be

renewed each year up to 3 years.

Information, Referral & Assistance (IRA) provides a welcoming,
accessible service where families can get information, resources
and assistance about developmental disabilities. The new grant
focuses on meeting the needs of families of adults with
developmental disabilities. Outreach has started with a newly
designed bookmark that has already been mailed. In addition to
an 800 number, IRA is expanding its website’s developmental
disability page to help families navigate services and supports.
Check it out at: www.vermontfamilynetwork.org
Also new is a partnership with Green Mountain Self-Advocates
to provide IRA to self-advocates.

Vermont Family Network was awarded $40,000

Self Advocacy Project (SAP) is focused on strengthening
Vermont’s network of self advocacy groups and state-wide
organization providing leadership training and expanding
participation in cross-disability leadership. GMSA provides
technical assistance to over 20 local self-advocacy groups
through visits, conference calls and training during board
meetings. It also works on advocacy with youth and peers, and
does education workshops to teach peers to work with peers.
478 people attended its annual Voices & Choices conference in
FY2012, with over 20 workshops. Find lots of resources and
about events at www.gmsavt.org

Green Mountain Self advocates was awarded $60,000




« Coay Advocacy Response Network (ARN) provides a rapid response
$§& "4 5| system, and legislative and policy analysis that support an
wameaws | effective advocacy network throughout the year. Up-to-date
information is available about agency and legislative issues
through a website, Facebook, and e-mail alert system. Browse
the website and sign-up for alerts at www.vcdr.org

Vermont Coalition for Disability Rights was awarded $30,000

Advocacy in Action Projects plan and launch advocacy events
that bring people together with policy makers to tell them about what they
need, including transportation and supports.

We Can supports people with developmental disabilities to
educate legislators about the challenges they face, policy
priorities and the positive contributions they make in their
communities. That includes translating complex information into
fact sheets and talking points for people. Local groups educate
their representatives in home districts, and at the State House,
providing their point of view about key bills including the
developmental service budget and direct support workers union.
Green Mountain Self advocates was awarded $15,000

Disability Awareness Day was held in March. This year’s theme
was the 20" anniversary of the closing of the Brandon Training
School, celebrating the quality of life outside institutions and
maintaining the integrity of the community based system. There
was a press conference, workshops, and presentations through
out the day. Many participants set up personal meetings with
legislators. The day wrapped up with a gathering that included a
presentation by Larry Bissonnette, an artist and former resident
of the Brandon Training School.

Vermont Coalition for Disability Rights was awarded $10,000
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disABILITY Media Awareness Projects tell people’s stories

in their own words, to show the joys and challenges of being a part of
community life.
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Living Connections is a photo exhibit that shows the strong

relationships that grow between persons with disabilities and the
people who support them. The portraits tell the stories of ten
pairs of Vermonters of all ages from across the state. This year
the show was part of Montpelier Art Walk at the Vermont Center
for Independent Living, and is moving to Green Mountain Self

Advocates. Check it out and let us know about places to show it.
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Mary Claire Carroll and VCDR completed the project in 2012

Vermont Is My Home is a media campaign made up of 3 cycles
of 3 one-minute films. Each cycle portrays a Vermonter who is
included as a vital, contributing member of their community.
The films have been shown between programs on Vermont
Public Television (VPT), cable and public access TV.

CCTV completed the project in 2012

Media projects available on the web at:
http://ddc.vermont.gov/outreach

Speak Up Speaks Out (SUSO) — Self Advocates of SpeakUp
Addison County are training community members about
inclusion through the use of media stories about living with a
developmental disability in Vermont. The lively film premiered in
late 2012, and has been shown a number of times to diverse
audiences. Video clips will be posted on the VTDDC website.
Community Services of Addison County
completed the project in 2013




VTDDC Directed Projects

These are the projects that are based at the Council.

Executive Committee Fund gives small grants year round:

Up to $500 to individuals with disabilities and family members to
attend trainings and conferences.
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8« In October 1st scholarships were awarded to 12
b NP4 RE.  individuals and family members
‘.leg::‘a ta 1} . $2,500 for scholarships has been awarded to the
i PEEEies Green Mountain Self-Advocates for annual Voices &

Choices conference which will be held May 29th and
30th, 2013.

Up to $1,000 for trainings, events and innovative demonstration
projects that help people with developmental disabilities be full
participants in community life. Small projects since October 1 include:

« Brattleboro Buddy Walk brought together individuals of all abilities
to walk around town to spread awareness and unity within the

Brattleboro community.

Vermont Leadership Series — VTDDC and CDCI offered the Second
Leadership Series, over 2 weekends in 2012 and 2013. The series
trained 13 participants to be leaders and advocates through individual
and group activities focused on being able to effectively connect with
policymakers to bring about change. Topics included: understanding
attitudes towards disability; understanding power; and crafting and
effectively delivering a message. Each graduate completed a variety of
hands-on assignments that connected them with policymakers and/or
news media drawing on skills they learned. Green Mountain
Self-Advocates helped adapt applications, handouts and presentations so
they would be accessible to a range of participants.




Public Awareness through Publications VTDDC works to increase
public awareness of Person-First language, and to welcome people
with developmental disabilities into the heart of communities by
distributing publications that include Choosing Words with Dignity,
and Get on Board and Make a Difference.

Outreach Project VTDDC participates in a range of outreach activities
to recruit members and advocates and to increase awareness of the
strengths and needs of Vermonters with developmental disabilities,
including sponsoring the Next Frontier radio show, and display tables
at Voices & Choices, the Vermont Family Network and Autism
Summer Institute conferences.

VTDDC Informing Policymakers VTDDC members, staff and allies ed-
ucate policymakers in all branches of government about the

situation and priorities of Vermonters with developmental disabilities
and their families, including creating fact sheets on key issues;
meeting with agency leaders and legislators; presenting

testimony; and providing comments on bills, regulations and how
services are done. Recent issues addressed included unionizing direct
support workers; the Integrated Family Services initiatives; the
developmental services budget; and System of Care plan.




For more information contact:

Mailing Address
Vermont Developmental Disabilities Council
103 South Main Street
Waterbury, VT 05671-0206

Phone (802) 828-1310 Toll Free (888) 317-2006

E-mail viddc@state.vt.us www.ddc.vermont.gov

The Mission of VTDDC is to
help build connections and supports that
bring people with developmental
disabilities and their families

into the @ of
Vermont communities.
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